Beginners guide to
identifying trees

Learn to identify some of the trees
you see in@nd around London
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When learning
to identify trees
look out for
clues to help you
figure out what
speciesitis
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OD€d leal oL, or d€SCribe the acorn Irults oL. Une oL two

M!'ﬂ'l'l! woodland, parks ww

-Ugged WILh dge.

w 5""5"@"!2’['|3 arouna 10cim w:j

EIUIt. acorns = a green seed that sits in a small cup
Attached to the stem. Unce ripened, 1t turnsbrown

A Lall, domed tree o1 woodlands, hedgerows and
parks, the introduced sycainore 1s iamiiar to
nany of us as the nelicopter proaucing tree =1Its
LUITING DrowI and dropping in auturnn.

Where to spot: woodland, parks, gardens, raliway
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Called panicles).
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.I1€ L.OINAOI1 PI1AI€ LI'€E 1S, aS ILS NdINE SUSEESLS, d Lalnllidr
1511 alOIlg LHE 10a4USIUES 41l 11 LIE Pal kS O1 LOIAOIL
HIIOAUCEd 111 LIIE 16005 alld WIUELy Plallted S1IICE, 1T 1S LOUZIL
OuUgi to Pput Up Witii City ll1€.IMany daI'€ SOIME O thE CIty S
dI'ZE€SL LIEES

bArk: Olive green or grey that Ilakes away

ind resembles camoutlage. <
LEaVesS. large with Live triangular 10D€s. 1Ney 100K :

1Mm1iar to SyCamore leaves — but are much larger
11U PapClyy.

CrUIt: SpI1Ky Iruits ‘;j::?!-[)!- trands with crimson
LISTINAS thatl turn HUuily DELOI€ thEy GISPETSE.

sommonnpeecn

AN ICoNIC tree, particularly in the south of britain, the

OII1II10I11 DECECLl ‘l!;!!l'E' ‘i!..l' I1QL ﬂ,’""!" LIl ".'|-|¢!E!!!¢E~
114 PArKS. 1L tUrns peautiiul goiacn-prowin in

AULUI, SIIEWIIE LIIE 1100 WILL IS 1dST (I1ULS). A
PUrple=i€daved variety, COPppEer DEEC, 1S OIL€I I0UIa 11
PAl'KS dIld 84l acils.

dellll! yoodlands, towins ana parks.
bdI'K. SImMootn, grey bark.

Leaves. shiny, solt, oval leaves that are lime green 1n
A'”.|-’!

tlowers: male catkins are tassel-like and hangirom
OIEg StalKs. FEMNAIE IIOWELS aI'€ YELIOWY=ET'E€€I] ard
#. VV 11l Pd D

Crulit: acorn-sized, hairy fruit that contains beech
1ULos.




= [ a ) a -
Forsechest
-NEestnut, originally 1roi sout=€ast LUrope, 1s ramiiar to mary

L Us as the conker producing tree -1ts shiny, brown seeds
APPEAringin their spiny cases in autumi.

Vlvl’”a '@ Lo Spot. farmiand, woodlana, pdrks, Mﬁmw

the bark is smooth and pinky-

y.a';uuuwu-- dI1d Nnas Scaly PIates.

.1“
seven toothed leatlets. .

Flowers: in April and May, rows of horse chestnuts
Q_Lu_u:’ "C’l'b dIlq 1 ’l'l'|'|'!t'!!l‘!‘) -"-.VHCI" d -J'I'dSEIS'IEI!
d1splay o1 candles =large, upright 1lower spikes
angingin coiour 1rom wiit€ to deep pinx.

Erult: spiny-shelled Iruits contain reddy-brown conkers.

Hornpeam

1ornbedm 1S perndps the tree o1 London, chdaracteristic
)L many ancient woodiands around the capital such as
nulslip Woods, Epping rorest, fainault rorest and the
gULWICIERV UL RTILLDTTCE RIS CULLOIPT UVIUCELIGT AU L)
Luel London prior to the 19 th century. Ornamental conical

'I'I—I!':.'I':’!'hl'l'ﬂ woodlands, PAI'KS dll0 SLI'ects.

.‘JE.U.S! #-w;i[&vb smooth, becomes twisted and

crultl: papery chandelier-like clusters, known as samaras
emerge in June, each tri-lobed bract holds a nut
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A COINMOIN tree, ash 1s 1amiliar to mdiy of us I0r ItS autumnal
lamp and rertile Solis It can be round in woodiands, raliway
d1€DAck, a tungus that may kill up to 607 O1 british ash.

Where to spot: grassland, iarmland, wooadland,

bark: pale brown to grey, longitudinally ridged as 1t ages.

Leaves: compound leaves made up or seven to twelve
caflet

rlowers: ash trees rlower betore the leaves appear in
SPIIE oilldll dld PULPIE,LLEY STOW 111 SP1KEd CIUSTELS.

DUnches and diSperse in autumn

J ‘

SIVernirci

1 spinaly tree ol heathland and acid grasslands, and dry
1N, White bark. 1L 1S a ploneer species and able to quickly
>PIedc 111 dll dred. ATl AMETICAIL SPECIES W1t WIILET DT X,
PApEr DIrch, 1S OIten planted in New developments.

”lilil"”tﬂ'l"’ prassiand, neathland, mooriand, rresnwater,
NELlands, woodland, towns dIld 54l UELLS.

5"

LEAVES. 11S 11VE-10Ded 1€aves Nave Loothed Mmdargins ana

iNd shed their polien, which is carried Dy the wind to the



HYyDLIAD.
Lhe hybrid black poplar, a variety of our wild species, can
DE Seen along riversides, roadsides and in parks. Used 1or
1ke Lombardy popiar. Native black popldrs are now our rarest
LimDber trees, less than a hundred still stand in London.

bark: grey-brown that can become ridged with age.

’|'i'|'f="lIl'.wqﬂ!'wb pIte mwwmv’ ;l'l'l‘i'“:'“l:a

females are yellowy-green

OUT' dedicated supporters and volunteers, we work tirelessly to protect wildlife across

engage, Inspire and enable people to connect with nature, and through campaigns and
consultancy, we give wildlife a voice.

1dtUrE carn thrive across London, now and in the ruture.

Wepsite: nttps://www.w1ldlondon.or; g-ux/
um:,w:uu ng.Luu.u.mBu.ﬂa




